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Program 2005

	Institution
	Weekend
	Date
	Leader
	Number

	Krugersdorp
	13
	6 October
	Garth Harrison
	083 455 6873

	Modderbee Springs
	11
	29 September
	Siphiwe Ndlovu
	082 929 8336

	Leeuhof/Groenpunt Vereeniging
	6
	Early 2005
	Gerard MacCallum
	082 441 3422

	ODI Pretoria
	3
	29 September
	Hennie van Deventer
	082 564 3122

	Johannesburg Ladies
	8
	13 October
	Cheeky Brotherton
	012 3340654 w

	Pretoria Female Prison
	1
	1 September
	Annette Daly
	082 332 0321

	Kairos Outside
	7
	11 November
	Ivy Erasmus
	072 244 5056


Has God already called You?  Then kindly call any of the above leaders, whether to volunteer for a team, to sponsor a resident for a weekend, to donate supplies, bake cookies, to commit to deliberate prayer, to attend a closing, or get more info.   God Bless you, all of the residents still in prison, those released, and those already selected by God, to attend a future Kairos weekend.

THE NEWSLETTER OF 


KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY 





Gauteng District – July 2005








The Mission of Kairos Prison Ministry International, Inc. is to bring Christ’s love and forgiveness to all incarcerated individuals, their families, and those who work with them, and to assist in the transition of becoming a productive citizen.





“ I was in prison and you visited me…”


Matt. 25:36








Contact


one of the leaders 


listed for future weekends





Or


Andre Potgieter 083 3089573





� HYPERLINK mailto:andre.potgieter@holcim.com ��andre.potgieter@holcim.com�








� HYPERLINK http://www.kairosministry.co.za/Gauteng.htm ��http://www.kairosministry.co.za�


 Select MultiMedia for photographs taken on a weekend











What does the word Kairos mean?


There are two Greek words for time.  One of then, with which we are all familiar, is “kronos” meaning linear time, hours, weeks, etc.  The other is “kairos”, used in the sense of time set by God for a particular occurrence.





“Kairos” was found to be a word of very special significance in the environment of the correctional institution where the word “time” carries so many special connotations.





The purpose of Kairos


The purpose of Kairos is to establish strong Christian communities among the population of Medium and Maximum Security sections of men’s and women’s correctional institutions, supporting fully the Restorative Justice Program, Unit management Program, and other rehabilitation programs in our institutions. 


 


Kairos is an interdenominational Christian Ministry.  Volunteers are drawn from a broad range of inter-denominational churches.  Each of us is called upon to lay down private agendas, die to ourselves, and serve with all our heart and mind.





JOIN US IN THIS SPECIAL MINISTRY


GOD NOT ONLY CALLS


 HE EQUIPS





Kairos “Inside”


An introductory 3-day weekend, described as a short course in Christianity, is held twice a year in most prisons listed, in co-operation with the Chaplain and Institution management, who carefully select 42 long-term resident leaders to attend the weekend. Care is taken to invite gang leaders and prisoners who have influence.  Renewal or change of behaviour observed in them, on a long-term basis, is a witness on its own.  There are many that have turned from being leaders of gangs, and years after are still God loving peaceful persons.  Some have been released, and are solid citizens integrated back into society.





The weekend is followed by establishing share and prayer groups that meet at least once a month, and in some cases weekly, to share their lives on a deep spiritual level and to pray with one another, for other residents and staff in the institutions.  Some even pray for our teams in preparation of next weekends.





In Gauteng, weekends have been held in 5 men’s and one female prison. 


We have been blessed by having been invited to extend the ministry to the Pretoria Female Prison for the first time in September 2005.  Our second team of ladies commenced their first team formation meeting on 9 July. 





Kairos “Outside” – a program for female family and friends





Kairos Outside is a special weekend retreat designed to support female loved ones of men and women who are or have been incarcerated.





Families of the incarcerated “do time” right along with their loved ones.  In a safe environment with loving people, women interact with other women who are in similar situations and learn to form small support groups for the challenges they face.





The 7th Kairos Outside is scheduled for November.  It is an opportunity for those who wish to participate in this ministry, but do not yet wish to enter a prison.  You will be blessed as you share in the pain of others, and give God’s love in return!























God’s Special Time!





There’s a very special time for you and me,


It comes from Kairos Prison Ministry.


I’ve been to one of the weekends,


I came away with many new friends.





I believed in God but my heart was cold,


But Kairos taught me with lessons so bold.


I knew the way I felt was wrong,


And now I feel like I belong.





I know I’m loved now, that’s very clear,


When I found this out, I shed a tear.


The coldest heart was broken down fast,


Now they have faith that will last.





We all learned to open the door,


Jesus will come knockin’, that’s for sure.


Let Him in and break down your wall,


All you do is open up, that’s all!





Jesus will prove that He’s not a ghost,


He is the one that loves you most.


When you let Him in you will see,


What kind of love that must be.


Source: Written by a resident





kids and business for 3 days to visit us?”  


Volunteers spend 8 team formation sessions in preparation, to be united in obedience to the LOVE OF GOD. 





It is this love that God uses to open hearts for HIM, and to transform residents into persons that pray miracles into the lives of others. 











not bought?”

















…and how can you be involved?





Volunteer to assist on a weekend


Prayer support


Financial support


Donate food/supplies


Bake and pray blessing over dozens of home-baked cookies


Attend a closing ceremony to be touched by the redemption of Christ’s love





You may say, ‘love and prison do not go together’.


 


If you think that, you’ll do well to pay attention to Kahlil Gibran’s words, “To judge a man by his mistakes is like judging a sea by its foam ”. 


Jesus said, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved”…and…”As I have loved you, so you must love one another”





In the prison environment, to show LOVE is often interpreted as a sign of weakness.  It is thus a foreign concept at first, but soon residents ask questions like “ Why would you give up your home, 











In a past weekend in April, we had 39 residents for the weekend. We got exposed to the pain that many have and continue to suffer. Among these was a young man who had come to the weekend by “mistake”. After a day or so he approached a pastor and confessed that he had just joined a gang and had been commissioned to stab a person to prove his loyalty. He was saved from this life.





Another, testifying said with tears choking him, “This is the first time in four years that I have not had a nightmare about what I did”. 





Yet another old man stood up to say, “From today I give up this life and I take on a different life with God”. And then he immediately turned to his fellow residents and said, “Young men, do not waste your life, God is real. Do not wait until you are grey-haired like me before you recognise God”.  





Another, overwhelmed with emotion after reading a letter from a Sunday school kid said to me, “I have never read anything like this”.  And many simply could not keep tears from rolling from their eyes as they experienced the love of God.                                                                       Source: Reflection of one of the Leaders





You too can be part of God’s dream in healing the broken lives 


in our prisons, both male and female


outside of prisons, the families of residents


in our own communities, where we are often imprisoned by our own desires 














